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It's new! The Weekender Deal on Page 2 Advertisement
There was a wild thing on campus 
this week.
It was white and furry with rab-
bit ears and a crown, and it carried 
a royal staff. It sat in classrooms, ate 
and walked among students who may 
have questioned its presence. But it 
was nothing to fear.
Columbia junior Patrick Holt dressed 
in a hand-made “Where the Wild Things 
Are” costume all week in anticipation of 
the movie’s release today. He portrayed 
the main character, Max.
“It’s the most badass costume ever 
made, ever,” Holt 
said.
The movie is based on the 1963, 20-
page, nine-sentence-long picture book 
by Maurice Sendak. It tells the story of 
Max, a young, misunderstood boy who 
gets sent to bed without dinner and cre-
ates a magical world in his mind where 
he is king of some wild friends.
The movie, directed by Spike 
Jonze, has received mostly positive 
reviews. Sendak gave the movie a 
“thumbs up.”
“What I’ve seen him do is, he’s 
turned it into his without giving 
up mine ... he’s touched me very 
much,” Sendak said about the mov-
ie in a July 28, interview with New 
York Magazine.  
By KAYLEE ACRES
diversions@chherald.com
A group of top state economists 
is predicting that Kentucky’s fi nan-
cial picture won’t improve much this 
year.
The Consensus Forecasting Group 
predicted a nearly $161 million state 
budget shortfall for this year. 
Western administrators will take 
the group’s estimate into account as 
they work on a budget recommenda-
tion to present to legislators, said Ann 
Mead, vice president for Finance and 
Administration, in an e-mail.  
Western and all other state agen-
cies must turn in a budget request by 
early November, said Greg Harken-
rider, deputy executive director in 
the Governor’s Offi ce  for Economic 
Analysis.
Mead said Monday’s prediction 
shows that Kentucky is continuing to 
experience a weak economy.
Nadia De Leon moves her hips and bare 
belly, jingling the coins and trinkets fastened 
to her fl owing, Gypsy-inspired skirt and bra 
worn over a cropped top. She clicks fi nger 
cymbals and dances to the rhythm of the 
music. 
De Leon has been belly dancing since 
she was 15.
“I couldn’t picture life without danc-
ing,” she said. “It’s such an integral part of 
my life and what I do.”
De Leon, who graduated from Western 
in 2006, is a graduate student pursuing a 
master’s degree in folklore, researching 
ethnic dances, as well as a women’s studies 
certifi cate.
Born in La Plata, Argentina and raised 
in Panama City, Panama, she moved to 
the U.S. at 17 when her mother received a 
scholarship at the University of Kentucky.
De Leon said there are misconceptions 
that belly dancing is the sort of dance per-
formed by strippers, but she said it’s simply 
a way of expressing femininity.
“It is something that always requires an 
explanation,” De Leon said. “Everyone has 
their own defi nitions of what is feminine ... 









Staff members are taking new 
measures to help incoming students 
stay in school.
Dean Kahler, associate vice presi-
dent for Academic Affairs, said he’s 
exploring a different way to help 
students pay their college expenses 
this semester — setting up scholar-
ship money that students can earn 
through employment.
 Instead of giving money directly 
to students, he’s setting aside mon-
ey from an administration account 
that can be sent to an academic de-
partment to create scholarships for 
students, Kahler said.
“It puts fi nancial responsibil-
ity in the students’ laps,” he said. 







to help abuse victims
BEN SEVERANCE/HERALD
Nadia De Leon, a graduate student originally from La Plata, Argentina, dresses up each Thurs-
day night with a belly dance troupe and performs at Anna’s Greek Restaurant. De Leon has 
studied many types of dance, including tango, ballroom and salsa. She teaches private belly 
dancing classes in her home when she’s not going to class or performing.SEE DANCE, PAGE 3
SEE BUDGET, PAGE 6
SEE POLICY, PAGE 7
'Where the Wild Things Are'
What: “Where the Wild Things Are” is the 
story of Max, a boy who feels misun-
derstood at home and escapes to the 
island of Wild Things. Max is made king. 
He promises to create a place where 
everyone will be happy, but fi nds that the 
task is more complicated than he  fi rst 
thought The movie starts showing today.
Where: Great Escape Greenwood Mall, 
2625 Scottsville Road
When: 11:50 a.m., 12:50 p.m., 2:10 p.m., 
3:10 p.m., 4:30 p.m., 5:20 p.m., 6:50 p.m., 
7:40 p.m., 9:10 p.m., 9:50 p.m.
Student wears costume in honor of movie
FRI.  49˚/ 41˚
SAT.  53˚/ 36˚
SUN.  54˚/ 34˚
MON.  59˚/ 42˚
Source: “Where the Wild Things 
Are” movie Web site and 
www.fandango.com
SEE WILD, PAGE 3
WILD THANG
ALBERT CESARE/HERALD
Columbia junior Patrick Holt walks home through campus after class on Wednesday. Holt is dressed as Max, a character from the children’s book 
“Where the Wild Things Are.” The costume was custom-made by Grace Delahanty, a Western student worker in the Department of Theatre and Dance.
FOOTBALL | SPORTS
SEE MULTIMEDIA 
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CRIME REPORTS
■ Ashley McCloughan, 
Minton Hall, reported on 
Oct. 14 that someone cut 
the black plastic window 
cover on her Jeep parked 
in Parking Structure 1 and 
stole her emergency kit. 
The value of the theft was 
$210.
■ April Estes, Pearce-Ford 
Tower, reported on Oct. 14 
that her vehicle parked in 
the Creason lot was broken 
into, and her iPod adapter 
and several CDs were sto-
len. The value of the theft 
was $15.
■ Paul Allen, Keen Hall, 
reported on Oct. 14 that his 
vehicle parked in the Crea-
son lot was broken into, and 
someone stole his laptop 
and MP3 player. The value 
of the theft was $1,272.
■ Michael Seiber, McCor-
mack Hall, reported on Oct. 
11 that items were stolen 
from his vehicle parked in 
the Adams Street lot. The 
value of the theft was $617.
■ James Miley was arrest-
ed on Oct. 11 at the Waff le 
House on Russellville Road 
for failure to appear in 
court in Princeton, Ind. 
On arrival at the Warren 
County Regional Jail, au-
thorities found marijuana 
in his possession. He was 
released on Oct. 15. 
■ Ryan Taylor was arrested 
on Oct. 9, and charged with 
public alcohol intoxication. 
He was released the next 
day on time served.
■ Brandon Harold was 
arrested on Oct. 9,  and 
charged with failure to dim 
headlights, having no reg-
istration plate, operating 
a vehicle on a suspended 
license and driving under 
the infl uence. He was 
released the same day on a 
$1,000 unsecured bond.
Fill in the grid so that every column and every 3x3 box 
contains the digits 1-9 with no repeats. Solutions, tips 
and computer program at www.sudoku.com.
BG
WKND
The Herald publishes a weekend 
calendar every Friday. Send your 
post request by noon Thursday 
to calendar@chherald.com.
LifeSkills Run for Autism
The run starts at 6:30 a.m. and a family walk 
starts at 9 a.m.
Both start and end at the Bowling Green 
Ballpark, 300 E. Eighth Ave.
Pumpkin Festival
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. at Jackson’s Orchard, 1280 Slim Island Road
Civil War Living History Days
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. at Lost River Cave, 2818 Nashville Road
Agricultural Exposition Center The Mare Event
9 a.m. to 7:30  p.m.
Admission is $10 for adults, $5 for 6-13, free under 6
The Massacre
7 p.m. to midnight at 1960 Three Springs Road
Admission is $25
Skeleton’s Lair Haunted Woods and Hayride





Red Cross Blood Drive
10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Red Cross, 430 
Center St.
Hilltopper Hysteria
Western men’s and women’s basketball kick-off  after the 
volleyball game which is at 7 p.m. inlife skill Diddle Arena
The Massacre
7 p.m. to midnight at 1960 Three Springs Road
Admission is $25
Skeleton’s Lair Haunted Woods and Hayride
7 p.m. to midnight at 48 Locketts Dream Road in Settle
Admission is $18
American Hauntings
8 p.m. at the Public Theater of Kentucky, 545 Morris Ave.
Civil War Living History Days
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Lost River Cave, 2818 Nashville Road
Chaney’s Corn Maze
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. at Chaney’s Dairy Barn, 9191 Nashville Road
Pumpkin Festival
1 p.m. to 6 p.m. at Jackson’s Orchard, 1280 Slim Island Road
American Hauntings
3 p.m. at the Public Theater of Kentucky, 545 Morris Ave.
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Students will soon 
be using cleaner energy 
when they raise the tem-
perature on their thermo-
stats.
Western purchased a 
natural gas boiler that 
will be installed by the 
start of next semester and 
will reduce the depen-
dence on coal for heating 
campus.
Now, coal provides 
about 80 to 85 percent of 
the energy used on cam-
pus and gas provides the 
rest, said Dale Dyer, plant 
operations manager for 
Facilities Management. 
The new gas boiler 
means that gas will meet 
50 percent of the campus’ 
energy needs, he said.
Reducing dependence 
on coal cuts down on car-
bon emissions because 
natural gas is much clean-
er than coal, Sustainabil-
ity Coordinator Christian 
Ryan-Downing said.
Adding the gas boiler 
also helps the university 
save money because the 
cost of gas is cheaper 
than the cost of coal right 
now, Dyer said.
Money generated from 
these expected energy 
savings will go to an en-
ergy savings performance 
contract that will include 
projects such as putting 
energy effi cient comput-
ers in classrooms and in-
stalling meters, according 
to the  Facilities Manage-
ment Web site.
The new gas boiler can 
be installed as soon as the 
state offi cials approve it, 
which Dyer expects to 
happen in early Novem-
ber, he said.
At the end of the 2008-
2009 fi scal year in July, 
offi cials found that they 
had saved enough money 
in energy use to buy the 
gas boiler, Ryan-Down-
ing said.
Offi cials thought there 
would be a shortfall in 
the utility budget for the 
past year, but they ended 
up conserving energy and 
coming in under budget, 
she said.
Even though building 
space was added and the 
campus population went 
up, electricity usage de-
creased by 6 percent, Ry-
an-Downing said.
In total for the last fi s-
cal year, Western saved 
4 million kilowatt-hours, 
which is enough energy 
to provide a year of elec-
tricity for 350 houses, 
Ryan-Downing said.
The energy savings 
can be attributed to sev-
eral factors, she said.
The winter shutdown 
of campus in December 
2008, cutbacks in the 
temperature of buildings, 
adoption of a new energy 
policy and the announce-
ment that grants would 
be given for energy con-
servation all contributed 
to less energy use, Ryan-
Downing said.
On Campus Sustain-
ability Day on Oct. 21, 
students can take a tour 
of the central steam plant 
where the new gas boiler 
will be installed alongside 
the coal boilers that are 





Leitchfi eld resident Tim Hack performs tests on the new boiler at the Central Heating Plant 











This sentiment was 
used as a backdrop for her 
undergraduate thesis. De 
Leon researched dance 
therapy and taught the 
dance to victims of sexual 
assault as a means of 
recovery. She received a 
grant from the Kentucky 
Foundation for Women to 
fund her research.
“I chose belly dancing 
from all of the other dances 
I teach because you have 
to be so comfortable with 
your body,” she said.  
Beth Murphy, assistant 
director of International 
Student and Scholar 
Services and one of De 
Leon’s former dance 
students, said it’s a great 
way to overcome traumatic 
experiences like abusive 
relationships and sexual 
assault.
“It helps them gain 
confi dence and regain a 
sense of empowerment in 
their lives,” Murphy said.
De Leon performs in 
troupes in the U.S. and 
Panama. She teaches belly 
dancing, ballet and Latin 
dances to people of all 
ages in the modest dance 
studio in her apartment 
living room. She is also 
a fi tness instructor at the 
Preston Center.
Andrea Ford, an adviser 
at the International Student 
and Scholar Services, also 
learned to belly dance from 
De Leon.
“She’s a very clear, very 
good instructor, and she’s 
very supportive,” Ford 
said. “It doesn’t matter 
how you look or how you 
feel when you go to class 
— you always feel good 
when you leave.”
De Leon said belly 
dancing is something all 
women can benefi t from.
She’s unsure of what 
she wants to do after 
graduation, but she knows 
it will involve continued 
research and helping 
people feel better about 
themselves through dance.
“I really think belly 
dance comes natural 
to all women,” she 
said. “Because of the 
movements, it’s actually 
good for women who have 




Natural gas boiler will allow campus to use less coal
















The Herald encourages 
readers to write letters 
and commentaries on 
topics of public interest. 
Here are a few guidelines:
1. Letters should not exced 
250 words, and commentar-
ies should be about 500 
words.
2. Originality counts. Please 
don't submit plagiarized 
work.
3. For verifi cation, letters 
and commentaries MUST 
include your name, phone 
number, home town and 
classifi cation or title.
4. Letters may not run in 
every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the 
right to edit all letters for 
style, grammar, length and 
clarity. The Herald does NOT 
print libelous submissions.
6. Letters and commentaries 
must be received by 7 p.m. 







































*Denotes editorial board 
members. The Herald 
publishes on Tuesdays and 
Fridays.
DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT refl ect those of Western Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
STAFF EDITORIAL
Keep it classy in winter term
Current hour limits unfair to ambitious students
THE ISSUE: Western allows students to 
register for only four hours of winter term 
classes.
OUR VIEW: Students who are willing to 
put forth the effort should be allowed to take 
more than one three-hour class during win-
ter term.
Many students probably have the follow-
ing plan for the upcoming January break be-
tween semesters: sleep in, eat too much and 
watch television marathons of their favorite 
show.
For other students, the prolonged break 
offers them the opportunity to earn some 
extra credit hours through Western’s winter 
term.
Whether they need to retake a class they 
dropped or take one they need to graduate, 
students have jumped at the opportunity 
to pick up needed hours in a shorter time 
frame.
But here’s the catch: Western limits win-
ter term students to only four credit hours.
Given that limit, students can only take 
one three-hour class.
While it’s true that taking a physical edu-
cation class or a science lab would round 
out some schedules, the hour limit placed 
on winter term classes is unfair to those 
students who are capable of handling more 
classes.
It makes little sense that Western would 
enforce such a restriction given the benefi ts 
of winter term classes.
Without the pressures of a full course 
load, students can focus their attention solely 
on the few classes for which they register.
There’s also something about a lower 
stress level that creates a more relaxed at-
mosphere in some classes.
Given the advantages, the Herald isn’t sug-
gesting that Western should allow students to 
take 18 hours of winter term classes.
Creating a limit between six and nine hours 
would be more fair to students, especially 
those looking to keep their class load manage-
able during the fall and spring semesters.
It’s understandable that Western wouldn’t 
want students to overwhelm themselves 
with too many classes, but it should be up to 
students to fi nd their own limits.
Considering the plethora of online class-
es offered during winter term, it wouldn’t be 
diffi cult to manage a couple of classes on-
line or one online and one in person.
It’s a great opportunity for students, but 
until the restriction is lifted, winter term will 
continue to miss its true potential.
This editorial represents the majority 
opinion of the Herald’s 11-member edito-
rial board.
TOPS to free instant 
coffee at Starbucks.
TOPS to leaves turning 
pretty fall colors.
BOTTOMS to massive 
amounts of homework 
due after fall break. 
Isn’t it supposed to be 
a break?
TOPS to the sidewalk 
next to Mass Media and 
Technology Hall being 
back. No more obstacle 
course on the way to 
class.
BOTTOMS to the 
new bicycle-ticketing 
policy. How can you 
encourage us to be 
green and take our 




Be sure to check the 
Herald's Facebook fan 
page for new topics of 




LETTER TO THE EDITOR
The Herald editors may have missed 
the point when it comes to vehicles driving 
across our campus lawns on home football 
game days.  We have a campus to manage be-
tween football games.  We hosted numerous 
prospective student groups in the two weeks 
that it took us to repair the damage from the 
“mud” game with Central Arkansas.  It was 
a poor visual impression of mud and ruts 
rather than the quality campus we know and 
love. More importantly, we have to maintain 
a pleasant, quality environment for our day-
to-day classes and multiple events during a 
given week — especially in the heart of the 
fall semester.  Damage like we experienced 
was disruptive for nearly two weeks until we 
could fi nish the repair work just a few days 
ago.  The few lawns where we can bring cars 
are also the most visible on the 359 “other” 
days each year when we don’t have home 
games.  We encourage tailgating on all lawns 
with tents, grills and most everything any-
one wishes to set up, but we have to protect 
our lawns from vehicles for the good of the 
whole Western experience.  We also have to 
start using all of the parking lots and beauti-
ful lanes all over campus for tailgating.  We 
have thousands of tailgating places across 
numerous parking areas and campus streets 
that are wide open for tailgating. Go for it! 
Gary Ransdell
President
Ransdell: Tailgating policy keeps campus beautiful
In the fi lm “Tin Cup” (1996), Kevin Cost-
ner plays driving range pro Roy “Tin Cup” 
McAvoy, who aims to win the 
U.S. Open. While preparing for 
the major tournament, he de-
clares, “When a defi ning mo-
ment comes along, you defi ne 
the moment ... or the moment 
defi nes you.”
The Student Government As-
sociation is presenting the West-
ern community with a defi ning 
moment: Make A Difference 
Week.
In an effort to promote civic 
engagement and philanthropy, 
SGA is partnering with a num-
ber of campus and commu-
nity organizations to sponsor and organize 
a neighborhood-changing initiative. Make 
A Difference Week is Oct. 19-24. The week 
will feature many events and 
fundraisers including Campus 
Clean-up, Shantytown and the 
annual Up ‘til Dawn letter-writ-
ing campaign.
Campus Clean-up traces its 
roots to the presidency of Henry 
Hardin Cherry. Each year, West-
ern students roam the Hill in the 
pursuit of campus beautifi cation. 
The campus improvements com-
mittee of the student senate will 
supply the trash bags and gloves.
Shantytown is an annual fund-
raiser for Habitat for Humanity. 
Participants construct shanties 
and other cardboard creations while learning 
about the issue of homelessness. The event 
is primarily sponsored by the Residence Hall 
Association, and this year’s event will be the 
19th edition in the series and is scheduled to 
take place on Oct. 21 from 7 p.m. to 3 a.m.
Up ‘til Dawn is a student-led, student-run 
philanthropic program that exists to raise 
support and awareness for the life-saving 
work done at St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital in Memphis, Tenn. Western has 
ranked as high as second in the country for 
highest fundraising totals, which is quite an 
accomplishment considering the fundraiser 
is hosted by over 150 colleges and universi-
ties nationwide. The letter-writing party will 
take place on Oct. 20 and 21 in the Cupola 
Room of Downing University Center.
Other events include the United Way Pen-
ny Wars, Volunteering in Progress’ Southern 
Kentucky Book Fest and Relay for Life’s bra-
decorating event outside of DUC on Oct. 22.
In other news, Western’s new Institute 
for Citizenship and Social Responsibility is 
hosting a free student retreat on Oct. 16 and 
17 at Barren River State Resort Park lodge. 
Visit www.wku.edu/icsr for information. In 
addition, the Western Police Explorers are 
hosting a cornhole tournament at the practice 
football fi eld on Oct. 24 and proceeds will 
benefi t the campus police program.
Finally, blue books and Scantron forms 
are now available for free in all fi fteen resi-
dence halls, the SGA offi ce and the computer 
labs in Mass Media and Technology Hall and 
Helm Library.
This commentary does not represent the 






Defi ne the moment with SGA during Make a Diff erence Week
Students took time out of their sched-
ules Thursday to explore study abroad 
options.
The study abroad fair lasted from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. in the Downing University Center.
Highlights of the fair included a photo 
contest and a new study abroad option in 
Egypt and Turkey.
Students talked about their study 
abroad plans.
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Campus police are 
working to help students 
stay safe and learn how 
to defend themselves in 
case of a sexual assault at-
tempt.
According to the 2009 
Campus Security Report, 
there were seven forcible 
rapes reported in 2008 
compared to two forcible 
rapes and one non-forc-
ible rape were reported in 
2007.
A non-forcible rape is 
consensual sex between an 
adult and a minor. 
Mike Dowell, captain of 
communication and staff 
services, said the increase 
in rapes might have to do 
with the lack of safety edu-
cation the victims had be-
cause they were assaulted 
by an acquaintance, Dow-
ell said. 
He said women can be 
put into uncomfortable 
situations sometimes, even 
with the people they feel 
close to and trust. Many 
times, sexual assault occurs 
between people who are 
acquaintances or friends.
Two acquaintance sex-
ual assaults were reported 
to campus police this year, 
Dowell said. One was off 
campus and referred to the 
Bowling Green Police De-
partment, and the other was 
an attempted sexual assault 
in Pearce-Ford Tower. 
He said students should 
be careful when visiting 
people they don’t know 
well.
Dowell advises students 
to watch their drinks and 
not leave them unattended.
He said traveling in 
pairs is a good idea.
“If you go to a party, 
go with a friend or with a 
group and leave together,” 
Dowell said. “Don’t leave 
a friend behind.”
Campus police offer an 
escort service for those on 
campus who are out late 
and may feel uncomfort-
able traveling home alone. 
Students need only to dial 
745-2548 or 745-3333 to 
have an offi cer pick them 
up.
Campus police provide 
a 12-hour Rape Aggres-
sion Defense course for 
female students at West-
ern for free, said Crime 
Prevention Offi cer Mandi 
Johnson, who is in charge 
of the program.
She said defense cours-
es normally cost about 
$100.
The course is broken 
into several sessions and 
teaches risk awareness, 
defense techniques and 
physical tactics.
Also, there’s a simula-
tion where students are put 
in unique, vulnerable situ-
ations and must apply the 
techniques they learned, 
Johnson said. 
She said former students 
have told her that they’ve 
used their RAD training to 






The release has been 
anticipated for at least 
10 years, according to an 
Oct. 1 Publisher’s Weekly 
article by John A. Sellers. 
It was delayed due to 
confl icts between Sendak 
and some production 
companies. But Warner 
Brothers Studios fi nally 
agreed to release the 
fi lm. 
Holt has been dressing 
as Max in a $350 costume 
made for him by theater 
major, Grace Delahanty, 
a Louisville junior who 
works at the costume 
shop.
“It was worth every 
penny,” Holt said.
Holt fi rst had the book 
read to him before he could 
read and has been reading 
it ever since. The book 
captured his imagination 
as a child and is still his 
favorite, Holt said.
He said he chose to 
dress as Max because, 
much like him, Max has a 
great imagination.
“He is completely 
alive,” Holt said.
Holt wears the costume 
everywhere, except his 
job because it violates the 
dress code.
People reacted with 
excitement and enthusiasm 
as Holt sauntered around 
campus, some asking 
to pose with him for 
photographs, Holt said.
“It honestly doesn’t 
surprise me,” said Brad 
Lindsey, a senior from 
Sarasota, Fla., and Holt’s 
long-time friend. “It’s 
typical Patrick Holt.”
Holt says he doesn’t 
know what to expect of 
the movie since it’s such a 
short book, but he will be 
there on opening night.
“I’m really excited to 
see it,” he said.
WILD
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
Students scope out study abroad
By MARY BARCZAK   |    news@chherald.com
Where do you want to study?
“Not sure where yet, but maybe Africa or Italy.”
Why? 
“Because my husband and I really want to study abroad somewhere. 
We want to see the things you’re not going to see here except in 
photos.”
Bowling Green freshman Amanda Hughes
Where do you want to study?
“I want to study in Australia because I always fi gured that I would go 
there someday.”
Why? 
“Because I was named after Sydney, Australia by my dad. He thought 
the name was cool.”
London freshman Sydney Combs
Where do you want to study?
 “I really want to go to Morocco. I’m also considering Prague, but it 
honestly depends on what is the cheapest.”
Why? 
“I know it’s silly, but when I was young I saw the movie ‘Almost 
Famous,’ where Kate Hudson’s character wants to move to Morocco, 
and I want to do that with art somehow. Plus, my favorite movie, 
‘Casablanca,’ was fi lmed there. It’s also a melting pot of culture.”
Louisville freshman Rachael Magruder
Where do you want to study?
“I want to go study in Morocco.”
Why? 
“I just want to go anywhere besides the U.S. because I think you stay 
in a box if you don’t. You should see how other people think and learn 
about their beliefs and customs.”
Nashville freshman Andrew Mullis
Where do you want to study?
“I’m not sure where yet — possibly Italy or Australia.”
Why? 
“I’m a poli sci major, and I think it’s important to know how other 
people view us. There’s a whole world out there, not just us. We need 
to see things from the perspective other than just the Bowling Green 
perspective or the Kentucky perspective.”
Owensboro freshman Taylor Phillips
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Greensburg junior Leslye Davis has worked at Imagine Cakes, Candies & More since mid-August. 
“We’re Bowling Green’s best kept secret,” Davis said, with a laugh. The shop, located downtown, 
has little street exposure. “Today is slow,” Davis said.
Louisville freshman Alicia 
Clark wandered down a cozy 
alley in downtown Bowling 
Green with some friends dur-
ing her fi rst week at Western. 
A string of white lights 
and a sign that said “Imag-
ine” above a door in the al-
ley caught her attention.
She ventured in to fi nd 
all sorts of candy, cookies 
and cupcakes.
“The cotton candy cup-
cakes are the best thing I’ve 
ever tasted in my entire 
life,” she said. “On Fridays, 
I go stock up on sweets for 
the weekend there.”
Imagine Cakes, Candies 
& More, at 422 E. Main 
Ave., opened in May, said 
Christina Jones, owner and 
Bowling Green native. 
She opened her fi rst 
bakery in Austin, Texas.
“I had just gotten laid 
off when I went to work at 
a supermarket bakery,” she 
said. “I had all these ideas 
and had the urge to make 
wacky and elaborate cakes 
when I was told I wasn’t al-
lowed to make those kinds 
of cakes there.”
So Jones used her sav-
ings to open Imagine, which 
specializes in creative and 
intricate cake decorating. 
The store in Austin was 
open for two years before 
Jones decided to move to 
Bowling Green.
“I wanted to move back 
to Bowling Green for my 
son,” she said. “All my fam-
ily lives up here and I want-
ed him in a good school.”
Imagine offers all sorts 
of confections made from 
Jones’ own recipes including 
custom cakes for weddings, 
anniversaries and birthdays. 
She admits that some-
times the job of baking and 
handling the business can 
be demanding. 
“Sometimes it’s really 
stressful,” Jones said. “It’s 
all worth it knowing that 
I make something truly 
beautiful for someone and 
make them happy.”
Imagine has student fa-
vorites like chocolate and 
vanilla cupcakes for $1.50 
and individual bourbon 
balls for just under a dol-
lar. Jones also makes choc-
olate-covered pretzels and 
cookies, all for under $2.
Imagine strays away from 
the sweets and offers a small 
sandwich menu for lunch, 
she said. It includes a turkey 
sandwich, a grilled chicken 
sandwich and a different spe-
cial each day of the week.
Jones said she might 
open another store in a 
couple of years. “Right 
now it’s a small, close-knit 
operation,” she said.
Jones has two employ-
ees who help her with bak-
ing and taking orders. 
Greensburg junior 
Leslye Davis began work-
ing at Imagine in August.
“There are these two 
small kids who come in here 
every week,” she said with 
a grin. “I buy them small 
treats with the tips that I 
make. That’s why I love 
working here — there’s a 








422 E. Main Street
Our Town is series that 
highlights Bowling Green 
businesses that appeal to 
student interests.
Bakery hits BG sweet spot
Northern Uganda 
has been devastated by a 
23-year-old civil war in 
their region.
Some Western students 
are trying to ease the burden 
on children affected by that 
war.
Western’s chapter of 
Invisible Children is par-
ticipating in the group’s na-
tional book drive. Western’s 
book drive began Oct. 7 and 
will continue to the end of 
the semester.
Invisible Children is a 
non-profi t organization that 
works to help children in 
northern Uganda, according 
to their Web site.
The national book drive 
collects and sells books to 
raise money for northern 
Ugandan schools or gives 
the books to the schools di-
rectly.
College text books that 
are donated will either be 
given to the schools or 
sold online at Better World 
Books, said Franklin junior 
Paul Sanford, president of 
the chapter.
Other donated books, 
such as children’s books or 
novels, will only be sold on-
line, Sanford said.
Better World Books is 
a company that sells books 
online to fund literacy ini-
tiatives worldwide, accord-
ing to the company’s Web 
site.
The company partners 
with Invisible Children and 
helps coordinate selling the 
books, Sanford said.
The company donates 10 
percent of the money to In-
visible Children to provide 
school supplies, according 
to the Invisible Children 
Web site.
This is the second book 
drive the club has spon-
sored, Sanford said. The 
fi rst was last fall during the 
last two months of the se-
mester.
“Last fall I had noticed 
that the group had become 
dormant,” he said. “So I 
talked with some friends, 
and we got the book drive 
going.”
Last year, the club col-
lected more than 4,000 
books in two months with 
little promotion, he said. 
This year, more than 750 
books have been collected 
in less than a week.
Russellville junior Wil-
liam Winstead, chapter re-
porting secretary, said the 
book drive will be more 
successful this year because 
the chapter is promoting 
it using a Facebook event 
page.
“A lot of the books that 
the Ugandan school chil-
dren have aren’t updated,” 
Winstead said. “It’s impor-
tant for students to donate 
their books because it’s go-
ing to better the children’s 
education.”
Scottsville junior Steph-
anie Garrett, a member of 
the chapter, said she hopes 
the book drive will motivate 
students to care more about 
issues around the world.
“I hope the book drive 
makes people aware of how 
privileged we are and how 
we need to help those who 
aren’t,” Garrett said. 
Event to aid children
Gov. Steve Beshear said 
in a written statement that, 
though there are “glimmers 
of hope in the national 
economy, the recovery for 
Kentucky — and many 
other states — will be 
slow.”
Beshear said in 
the statement that his 
administration has 
managed to cut $800 
million from the state’s 
budget without raising 
taxes on working families 
while protecting education, 
health care and public 
safety.
But Beshear said in 
the statement that, in 
light of the forecasting 
group’s predictions, more 
adjustments must be made, 
including more effi cient 
ways to spend state money.
Particularly challenging 
will be the loss of federal 
stimulus dollars in 2011, he 
said in the statement.
Data from the Council 
on Postsecondary Education 
shows that about $70 
million in federal stimulus 
money from the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act of 2009 will be used this 
year for higher education in 
Kentucky.
Western will get about 
$5.4 million of that money, 
which is about 8 percent of 
the total money available, 
according to the data. 
The stimulus money 
given to universities should 
put them in a better fi nancial 
situation once the economy 
picks up again, Harkenrider 
said. He doesn’t know for 
sure when that will be, 
though.
Universities should 
try to be smart with their 
money, like all other state 
agencies, to prepare for the 
end of stimulus money, he 
said.
Beshear said he’s 
confi dent cooperation 
among legislators will 
allow Kentucky to move 
forward through tough 
fi nancial times.  
The forecasting group 
will meet again in December 
and give a clearer prediction 
of what the state’s fi nances 
look like going into the 
spring’s legislative session, 
Mead said.
The December report 
will be key to balancing 






Airport Shuttle Available to WKU
      Students
Discounted fare with 
WKU Student ID
Purchase your shuttle transportation to Nashville 
International Airport through PTS and save.
No pre-set hours of operation.  Create your own 
schedule.  Book now to avoid the Holiday rush.
Call PTS for more info:  745-2361
or visit us at:
www.wku.edu/transportation
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From left, English instructor Marie Guthrie com-
forts Victoria Ciorba, a sophomore originally from 
Moldova, along with Andrea Ford, an International 
Student and Scholar Services adviser, during a 
memorial service for Farhat Hamidullah, who died 
in a car crash during fall break. Ciorba was driving 
the car and sustained minor injuries.
Remembering a friend
In the fi rst week of my po-
etry class, we were told that all 
astonishing poems have one 
common element: an aware-
ness of our human mortal-
ity, of our inescapable deaths. 
Dickinson, Poe and Whitman 
u n d e r s t o o d 
this; Pablo 
Neruda, Sylvia 
Plath and Allen 
Ginsberg un-
derstood it, too. 
To them, ig-
noring death as 
a theme in their 
works would 
have been like 
standing in a 
hurricane and 
insisting that it 
was a good day 
to catch a tan. 
To avoid it, in other words, 
would have made their poems 
the same as 99.9 percent of the 
poems ever written: forgotten.
If our lives are like poems 
— and I think they are, with 
their melodic bursts of beauty 
and poignancy, sadness and 
truth — then Farhat Hamidul-
lah was one of the greatest po-
ets I’ll ever know.
Though I’m certain she 
was not aware that death 
would greet her when it did 
last week, she lived as if she 
knew it was coming soon. 
Like a poet who works to pack 
as much meaning and emotion 
into as few words as possible, 
she lived as if each day was a 
chance for her to add a phrase 
here, change a word there, or 
start a stanza that would sur-
prise us all. Her poem may 
have been short, yes, but Em-
ily Dickinson wasn’t wordy, 
either. 
A refugee from Afghani-
stan who also lived nine years 
in Turkmenistan, she had to 
grow up faster than most of us 
did. Because her English was 
further along than the English 
of her family members when 
she arrived in Tennessee as 
a 16 year old, she became a 
voice for her family. Working 
nearly full time at a shoe store 
during high school, she man-
aged a 3.3 grade point average 
— something I struggle to do 





frustration at not 
being able to be 
more involved 
in high school 
because of her 
developing lan-




she arrived at 
Western three years ago, any 
semblance of this frustration 
disappeared as she launched 
herself into the fabric of this 
campus and became a fi gure 
of welcome and energy within 
every sphere she inhabited. 
When I was a student 
worker at the International 
Center and became involved 
with the International Club, 
she was one of the fi rst people 
to welcome me into the group. 
She later became a student 
worker at the International 
Center too and president of the 
International Club, where she 
was quick to laugh and slow 
to judge, just as she was with 
her friends. 
With her startling green 
eyes, wavy midnight hair and 
olive skin, I thought I would 
never understand her beauty. I 
also thought I’d never under-
stand her strong commitment 
to her family, her friends, her 
faith and this university. As I 
grew to know her and became 
her friend, however, and as I 
continue to learn more about 
her now, I realize that her 
magic came from her heart. 
Great poems are like that, af-







He said he’s not sure how much 
money is set aside right now because 
there have been so many students 
coming in for help. He hasn’t kept 
track of how many students have 
been aided by the initiative.
Kahler said several students 
have asked for his help this 
semester because they wanted to 
attend class but couldn’t make the 
payment deadline.
Failing to pay tuition by deadline 
results in the student’s dismissal 
from classes, said Angela Link, 
billings and receivables account 
specialist for the Bursar’s offi ce.
Students can go back to class by 
paying the balance on their account, 
she said. 
Kahler said many students who 
have approached him either ran 
out of ways to pay their expenses 
or had little to no knowledge of 
fi nancial aid opportunities.
He said he tries to help every 
student, but every situation is 
different.
If a student has unreasonably 
low grades or their 
fi nancial situation 
is too extreme, 
then Kahler said 
there’s not much 
he can do.
“I know the 
economy’s tough 
out there, and 
we’re working 
the best we can to 
help students,” he said.
Kahler said some incoming 
students don’t fully understand the 
fi nancial aid process and come to 
Western unprepared.
“Working in admissions, it’s 
my job to help students get through 
college,” he said. “If we lose sight of 
that, then we’re not doing our jobs.”
Greensburg sophomore Blake 
Milby said he wasn’t well-informed 
of the fi nancial aid process or the 
penalties for not meeting the tuition 
deadline during his freshman year.
“If you come up with the 
money two or three weeks after 
the deadline, then you’re already 
behind in class,” he said. “It’s not 
even worth trying to make the 
payment if you’re that far behind.”
Austin Ashford, a sophomore 
from Oakland, Calif., said the 
creation of scholarships through 
employment is a great idea.
Ashford has two jobs, one on 
campus and one off campus.
He said that, without work and 
fi nancial aid opportunities, going to 
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Coincidence or not, there’s 
something about playing at 
Diddle Arena that brings out 
the best in the Lady Toppers.
Western (14-6, 3-2 Sun 
Belt Conference) goes into 
tonight’s match against Den-
ver with a 6-0 home record.
The Lady Toppers have 
played well on both sides of 
the net in home matches. Their 
offensive hitting percentage is 
.328 at home but only .258 
away. They’re also holding 
the opposition to a .141 hit-
ting percentage at Diddle, 40 
points better than on the road.
“It defi nitely gives us a lift 
playing here in front of fam-
ily and friends,”  head coach 
Travis Hudson said. “Our 
kids play with so much con-
fi dence here, and confi dence 
breeds from success.”
Sophomore setter Lauren 
Stuckel said the team spends 
so much time in Diddle that 
they feel especially com-
fortable on the court during 
matches.
“We practice here, so we 
know the gym like the back 
of our hands,” she said.
But junior defensive spe-
cialist Kelly Potts said the 
team’s home record may not 
necessarily be a result of fa-
miliarity with the court.
“We never compare home 
and road games together, be-
cause we know we have to 
play strong wherever we go,” 
she said.
Western is 8-6 away from 
Diddle, which Hudson said 
isn’t acceptable despite the 
Lady Toppers’ fl awless home 
record.
“I recognize how well we 
play at Diddle, but I feel there 
is no excuse for losing on the 
road,” Hudson said.
Hudson said the team’s 
away record has been affected 
by the quality of the Lady Top-
pers’ opponents. Most of the 
high-quality teams Western has 
faced have been on the road.
Western has only played 
two Sun Belt matches at 
home, having defeated Ar-
kansas-Little Rock 3-0 (25-
19, 25-15, 25-17) and Arkan-
sas State 3-1 (25-20, 25-19, 
24-26, 25-22) last weekend.
Hudson sees home match-
es against Middle Tennessee 
State on Oct. 20 and Florida 
International on Nov. 6 as 
ways to determine the Lady 
Toppers’ progress.
Western lost on the road 
to both teams earlier this 
season, and Stuckel said the 
Lady Toppers are excited for 
the rematches.
“We can’t wait until FIU 
and MTSU come here,” she 
said. “We are going to bring 
the fi re.”
Western’s perfect home 
record isn’t unusual, since the 
team has historically played 
well in Diddle.The Lady 
Toppers haven’t lost more 
than four home matches in 
a season since 1997, Hud-
son’s third season as coach, 
and have gone undefeated at 
home three times in his ten-
ure, according to the team's 
2008 media guide.
The Lady Topper’s home 
success might be especially 
important this year, since 
the Sun Belt tournament will 
take place at Western from 
Nov. 19-21.
“We are much more pumped 
when we play at home, so I can 
only imagine our intensity lev-
el when the tournament comes 
around,” Potts said.
The Lady Toppers have a 
chance to add two more home 
wins to their record this week-
end. Western faces Denver (9-
11, 4-2 Sun Belt West) tonight 
at 7 p.m. and North Texas 
(7-13, 3-3 Sun Belt East) at 3 







Big Red makes an appearance during tailgating at a home football game during 
the 2007 season.
Although Western’s illustrious 
mascot doesn’t talk, Big Red 
spoke through a mascot inter-
preter to answer these ques-
tions. 
 
Q: What’s your 
favorite sport and 
why?
A: All sports — I like 
to show spirit for all Toppers. It’s 
like choosing your favorite child. 
 
 Q: What’s your 
favorite food?
A: Anything and 
everything — just 
look at me.
 
Q: What’s your 
favorite song?
A: “Wild Thing.”
Q: What’s your 
favorite place that 
you’ve traveled?
A: L.A. I like to 
work on my tan, but I always 
come back sunburned. 
 
Q: Why can’t you 
talk?
A: Actions speak 
better than words.
Q: How do you 
feel about your 
Italian counter-
part, Gabibbo?
A: He’s a strangely attractive, 
handsome dude.
Q: Who are your 
mascot pals?
A: Axle from the 
Bowling Green 
Hot Rods, Iggy from IGA, 
Wildcat from the University 
of Kentucky — NOT — and 
Gnash from the Nashville 
Predators.  
 
Q: How old are 
you?
A: I’m 30 this year. 
 
Q: Who are 
some of your 
heroes?
A: Dr. Ransdell, 
Kenny Perry, Duncan Hines and 
Courtney Lee. 
Q: How do 



















When Moore was 
invited to speak at the 
Toppers’ media day in 
August, I wondered why. 
I mean, he’s a punter, and 
punters don’t typically 
make for good print. But I 
was wrong, and now I see 
why — because Moore is 
the type of player that all 
Toppers need to imitate. 
When called on, he 
delivers.
But Moore’s efforts so 
far this season are going 
for naught.
Out of Moore’s 27 
punts on the season, only 
three have been downed 
for touchbacks, and only 
three more have been 
inside the 20.  You can’t 
blame that on a player 
that on average punts the 
ball almost half the field 
away when he kicks.
Can’t put it on the 
punt coverage team 
either. They give up 
only an average of 8.6 
yards per return, with no 
touchdowns against. It’s 
a field position thing, and 
that’s all I need to see.
It’s not just offense, 
and it’s not just defense. 
It’s a little of both.
On offense, it’s 
all about third down 
conversions and field 
position. Western is 29 
percent this season on 
third down conversions 
(18-for-62), and the 
Toppers are struggling to 
get to the opponents’ side 
of the field, in part due to 
the kickoff return game, 
averaging only 20.9 yards 
per return. 
The offense isn’t 
helping, ranking 116th 
in the Football Bowl 
Subdivision and only 
getting inside the 
opponents’ 20-yard line 
15 times this season 
through five games.
The defense isn’t 
exempt in wasting 
Moore’s talents, either. 
Opponents have visited 
Western’s red zone 26 
times this season, scoring 
23 times.
But whether they score 
or not is a moot point. 
Pinning the Toppers’ 
struggling offense deep 
in its own end of the field 
makes it tough for Moore 
to be effective.
Some fans hate seeing 
their punt team take the 
field, but for Western 
fans, it’s the most potent 
weapon the Toppers 
have. Unfortunately, the 
ineffectiveness on both 
sides of the ball negates 
any work Moore is able 
to do. 
It’s not about the 
Toppers working to pad 
Moore’s numbers, not by 
any means. It’s the story 
his numbers tell. A player 
as consistent as  Moore 
shows how far Western 
has to go to catch up with 
the sterling talent he has. 
But if they can catch 
up, that could mean 
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“We’ve let a couple of 
games slip away from us,” 
Santoro said. “It’s tough 
when a play doesn’t go our 
way because guys kind of 
get that feeling like, ‘here 
we go again.’”
Coach David Elson 
said he’s stressed the 
importance of swinging 
the game-changing plays 
in Western’s favor during 
practice this week in 
an effort to prevent that 
mental breakdown.
“I told them every 
play matters, whether it’s 
the fi rst one or the last 
one,” Elson said. “You 
never know which ones, 
which three to fi ve plays, 
are going to make the 
difference.”
Offensive coordinator 
Walter Wells said 
inexperience is playing 
a part in the Toppers’ 
struggles and that part of 
the second-half snowball 
effect can be attributed to 
a lack of consistency from 
a young team.
Wells said cutting 
down on penalties, missed 
assignments and a variety 
of small mistakes could 
make the difference.
“We’ve just got to 
continue to work and have 
confi dence in ourselves 
and what we’re doing to 
fi nish the games and not 
make the mistakes we’re 
making,” he said. “If we’ll 
continue to grow up and 
do those things, I think 
we’ll be able to fi nish 
games, because we’re on 
the verge of it.”
The Toppers play 
Louisiana-Lafayette at 




The Lady Toppers 
return all 11 players from 
last season, and they've 
added two freshmen and 
two transfers.
Coach Mary Taylor 
Cowles said her team will 
benefi t from experience, 
and the players justwant to 
enjoy Western’s signature 
beginning to the season.
“I think it’s important 
that we allow them to have 
fun in this game that they 
play, because they do give 
so much of themselves,” 
she said.
The Toppers will hold 
a dunk contest, and both 
squads will participate 
in autograph sessions, 
player introductions and 
scrimmages.
There will also be 
several activities allowing 
fans to compete for prizes, 
including a dance contest, 
a “cash crawl” and an 
Orange Crush-chugging 
contest.
This is the seventh 
year that the teams have 
participated in Hilltopper 
Hysteria, which marks 
the fi rst day that college 
basketball teams can have 
offi cial team practices for 
the season.
Lindsay Thomas, 
director of marketing 
and promotions, said 
everyone involved hopes 
the tradition continues to 
build.
“We’re trying to get 
everyone to realize that 
it’s a big night,” Thomas 
said. “We want people to 
get a taste of what it’s like 
to see a game here and 
keep the attendance and 
support growing.”
Hilltopper Hysteria 
will begin soon after the 
volleyball team’s matchup 
against Denver at 7 p.m., 
and the fi rst 500 students 





Sophomore Kyle Chettleburgh watches from the sideline as his fellow teammates run by 
during on Wednesday. Chettleburgh has a stress reaction in his right tibia.
Sophomore Kyle Chet-
tleburgh is in a battle with 
time.
With the Sun Belt Con-
ference cross country meet 
looming only three weeks 
away, Chettleburgh has 
been diagnosed with a stress 
reaction in his right tibia.
“It’s all going to be 
down to how quickly my 
leg heals,” Chettleburgh 
said. “If I have to put my 
jersey on and race injured, 
I’m willing to do that to 
win a Sun Belt champion-
ship for the team.”
The men’s and women’s 
teams have only one race in 
the meantime, traveling to 
Terre Haute, Ind., to com-
pete in the Indiana State 
Pre-Nationals on Saturday.
Chettleburgh, who had 
been struggling with shin 
splints for the past month, 
said he knew something 
was just not right leading 
into the season. 
After missing the 
season opener and run-
ning with pain during the 
Greater Louisville Classic, 
Chettleburgh’s injury was 
discovered after an MRI.
“People think it’s not a 
physical or contact sport or 
that running cannot be that 
hard,” Chettleburgh said. 
“We are running eight to 12 
miles every day and getting 
severe injuries if we aren’t 
taking care of our bodies 
just like every other sport.”
His injury creates swell-
ing within the shinbone, so 
he has to stay off the leg as 
much as possible. Chettle-
burgh said trainers and doc-
tors have encouraged him 
to “do nothing.”
“It feels like a part of 
you that has been taken 
away, not being able to 
run,” he said. “I fi nd my-
self thinking, ‘I have this 
time now in my day. Now 
what do I do?’”
Losing Chettleburgh 
for Saturday’s race means 
Western is missing a top-
fi ve runner. 
“We have a strong team, 
but when it comes to a race 
like this Saturday’s, you 
want to throw down your 
best cards,” Chettleburgh 
said. “I know whoever is 
replacing me will step up 
and do their best. The guys 
on the team want to win and 
will do whatever it takes.”
Coach Erik Jenkins 
said the team is equipped 
to perform well even in 
his absence.
 “Everybody has to go 
in and run well,” Jenkins 
said. “We have to have a 
full team commitment.”
Freshman Landon Tay-
lor is one of the runners be-
ing called upon to perform 
with Chettleburgh injured.
“It’s a big disappoint-
ment to have Kyle injured, 
but it also makes everyone 
else have to step up,” Tay-
lor said. “We will fi nd some 
way to pull through.”
Chettleburgh hopes to 
heal and possibly return 
to help defend the team’s 
Sun Belt title on Oct. 31.
“We have to be smart 
about it, but when push 
comes to shove, I want to be 
on that starting line,” he said.
But Taylor said the 
team’s healthy members 
are prepared to do their 
part in the meantime.
“It’s disheartening to 
see the injuries on the 
team,” Taylor said. “But 
once you get out there, 
you forget about every-








“We want to peak at the 
right time. We’re playing 
good right now, and we want 
to continue to play better so 
that we’re peaking right at 
the end of the season.”
Sophomore forward 
Mallory Outerbridge said 
the increased offensive 
practice has helped the 
team connect more.
“Everyone is on the 
same page now,” she said. 
“Before, the runs and the 
passes weren’t connecting, 
so we weren’t scoring as 
many goals. Now we’re 
making the same runs, 
and we’re making the 
same passes to connect 
with each other. It’s a big 
improvement with our 
offense.”
Because of the increase 
in offensive production, 
the Lady Toppers are 
currently outscoring their 
opponents 26-11 and rank 
fourth in the Sun Belt 
Conference in goals.
The Lady Toppers 
will play at Louisiana-
Lafayette at 7 p.m. tonight 
and at Louisiana-Monroe 




■ WHAT: Hilltopper 
Hysteria
■ WHEN: Today after 
the volleyball team's 
game at 7 p.m.
■ WHERE: Diddle 
Arena
■ NOTES: The fi rst 
500 students will 
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Senior punter Jeremy Moore is 
having a stellar season.
He’s averaging 44.4 yards per punt, 
leading the Sun Belt Conference and 
ranking 14th in the nation.
His position is somewhat of an 
underappreciated  art in football. 
Moore’s abil-
ity to boot the 
ball with the 
precise depth 
and hang 
time he does 









Jakes adjusts to life as the starting 
quarterback, the offensive line contin-
ues to battle injuries and the defense 
tries to fi nd ways to keep up with 
Football Bowl Subdivision offenses, 
Moore keeps putting the ball in the air 









There may be several members of 
the men’s basketball team that fans 
don’t recognize at Hilltopper Hys-
teria tonight, but the Lady Toppers 
shouldn’t seem too unfamiliar.
Coach Ken McDonald and the Hill-
toppers will introduce six new players 
at Western’s annual basketball kickoff 
in Diddle Arena, while the women’s 
team didn’t lose a player from last 
year’s squad.
McDonald said the newcomers 
may surprise fans with their abilities.
“There are some very talented 
young men, and there are some guys 
who have a chance to do some really 
good things on the Hill,” McDonald 
said. “I think each of them can suc-
ceed, and I think our fans will see a 
more consistent bench this year.”
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BRENDAN SULLIVAN/HERALD
Sophomore midfi elder Kelsey Meyer practices 
before the Lady Toppers' weekend matches.
FOOTBALL
EMILY FOX/HERALD
Wesley Carroll, junior quarterback for Florida International, runs the ball out of reach of sophomore defensive back Derrius Brooks during 
the Western-Florida International game Saturday. The Golden Panthers went on to win the game 37-20. 
Western’s 37-20 loss to Florida 
International last Saturday came in a 
fashion the Toppers are growing used 
to.
The game was close — Western 
opened the third quarter with an eight-
play, 67-yard drive to pull within three 
points — but the opportunity to win 
slipped out of reach in the third quar-
ter.
The loss was Western’s 13th in a 
row and fourth straight double-digit 
defeat after being within a possession 
at halftime.
Senior receiver Jake Gaebler said 
many of the Toppers’ games have 
been decided not throughout a 30-min-
ute second half, but rather a few key 
plays.
“Throughout the course of a game, 
there’s four or fi ve plays that are go-
ing to make the difference, and we’ve 
got to be on the positive end of those,” 
Gaebler said. “We can’t let up if we 
want to get through this dry spell.”
Most of the plays Gaebler referred 
to came in the second half of last Sat-
urday’s game.
Just when Western had cut FIU’s 
third-quarter lead to three, the Golden 
Panthers pieced together a four-play 
scoring drive capped off by a 40-yard 
touchdown pass. FIU followed with 
two fi eld goals, then scored their 20th 
unanswered point one play after inter-
cepting a pass by redshirt freshman 
quarterback Kawaun Jakes.
According to sophomore defensive 
back Mark Santoro, the same message 
preached after Western was unable to 
win tight contests last season still ap-
plies: The Toppers need to learn to fi n-
ish.
By JONATHAN LINTNER














Western  13 
Florida Int. 20
Western still struggling to fi nish games
SEE FINISH, PAGE 9
Tale of two halves
Throughout the course of a game, there’s four or fi ve plays that are going 






VISIT WKUHERALD.COM AFTER THE GAME
At halftime, following a 
scoreless fi rst half in the Lady 
Toppers’ match against Mar-
shall on Sept. 20, coach Jason 
Neidell had a message for his 
forwards to increase their pro-
ductivity.
“I think they took what we 
said to heart,” Neidell said.
They responded with four 
second-half goals and haven’t 
slowed down since.
The Lady Toppers (10-3-
1, 5-1 Sun Belt Conference) 
were outscored 7-6 in their 
fi rst seven matches of the 
season, losing two games and 
tying one during that stretch. 
But since that 4-1 win over 
Marshall, the scoring drought 
has seemed to diminish. The 
team has scored 20 goals and 
only lost one match — in 
overtime to Florida Interna-
tional — in their past seven.
Sophomore forward Kay-
lyn Pratt said the Lady Top-
pers hit a turning point during 
the match against Marshall.
“I think something clicked 
with our team,” she said. “We 
realized that we could attack 
and we could get some of-
fense going.”
Neidell said the slow start 
was a product of the team fo-
cusing primarily on defense 
at the beginning of the sea-
son.
“The attacking side of 
things is always the last 
piece of the puzzle that you 
put in when you’re building 
your team,” Neidell said. 
“It would seem a little silly 
to start with offense if your 
team doesn’t know how to 
defend fi rst. You always 
start with the basics and start 
from the back and build your 
way up.”
Neidell said that for the 
past two weeks, the focus of 
practice has been improving 
the offensive production.
“We’ve really been focusing 
on the attacking third of the 
fi eld,” he said. 
By COLE CLAYBOURN
sports@chherald.com
Lady Toppers turn off ense around
SOCCER




with our team. 
We realized that 
we could attack 






LADY TOPS PLAY 
WELL AT HOME
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